CHY4U CCA: Working Bibliography (in process)
 (     /10 marks for this worksheet recorded as part of essay process [T])

1. List the bibliographic information of the two specific sources you have taken notes from so far (two books, minus textbook and encyclopedia or any specific source you used for Background Worksheet). You should choose from general history of the age or place or issue (G), books/articles on specific aspects of your topic (S), specialized encyclopedia (SE), specific person (P), primary source (PS). Indicate the type of source for each by placing the appropriate initial in the TYPE box.

2. Answer questions about the two sources to show that you are being mindful and deliberate in your selection process. If the source isn’t going to be helpful to you, don’t choose it!

3. If the source is a website, please attach a CRAAP test (from blog). 

4. It is recommended that these be historical context sources, not current event sources.

	BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFO FOR SOURCE in proper Chicago style 
(see “Documentation for History Essays” in CCA package) (0.5)
	TYPE

	Davin, Delia. “Inequality: China” In Mason, Patrick E. Ed. Encyclopedia of Race and Racism, Volume 2.

      Detroit: Macmillan Reference, 2013. Global Issues in Context. 
	S


a) Why did you choose this source?  (0.5)
Global Issues in Context had this excellent overview of China's inequality, encompassing social and economic factors and covering the entire post-Mao period, 1978 to current. It has a lot of economic statistics and brief explanations.  The economic terms are all defined making it accessible to the ordinary reader.

b) What have you gained from it that you think will be helpful in your essay? Give a specific example (including page reference). (2)
Mao Zedong's policies actually worsened income inequality in China. With industrialization Mao turned attention to the workers and away from the farmers. Even though millions were being collectivized onto giant farms called communes, the farmers were receiving low prices for their crops and were being taxed a lot. Add in reliance on good or bad harvests and one can see that rural lives and incomes were unstable. Because the workers were the focus, they got benefits such as subsidized or free education, housing, and health care, whereas farmers did not. Because they couldn't leave the rural areas due to the hukou system (internal registration), they could not go to the cities to improve their conditions. In turn, the number of rural workers in relatively poor conditions grew a lot during the communist period: 165 million in 1949 to 380 million in 1986. (no page # – via database)

c) How do you see yourself using this information in your essay, specifically as related to continuity and change, and/or causes and consequences? (1)
The above-mentioned fact is proof of continuity of income inequality from imperial China to the Communist era. While it is often thought that the Communists improved the lot of the peasants, in actual fact statistics show that this is not true. Just as the Qing dynasty let its responsibility to the peasants slip, the communists also exploited these people to keep their real goal of industrialization humming along. Peasants continued to decline during this period of Chinese history. 

Also, Mao's actions (or inactions) toward the peasants are causes for the current condition (massive income gap between rich and poor). The hukou system contributed to today's inequality. Hundreds of millions of migrant workers cannot get benefits or legal status in the cities and they are highly vulnerable workers contributing to the statistics on low-income Chinese. The original intent of the policy was to keep the cities stable; the unintended consequence was to create an unstable migrant population. 

	Levinson, David and Karen Christensen. Eds. The Encyclopedia of Modern Asia. Berkeley: University of

      California Press, 2002. Global Issues in Context. 
	TYPE

G


a) Why did you choose this source? (0.5)
With articles on “Taiping Rebellion” and “Qing Dynasty” this reference source reproduced in Global Issues in Context gave me background information about historical events, including the Opium Wars and the Taiping uprising, that provide contextual information for a study of income inequality in China's imperial past.

b) What have you gained from it that you think will be helpful in your essay? Give a specific example (including page reference). (2)
The thriving Qing government did try to regulate foreign trade. In 1760 the Qianlong Emperor created the “Canton System” which meant that foreigners could only trade in China in the city of Canton. The agricultural economy was also thriving in the short-term because of new crops and better techniques. The tax policy was beneficial to farmers as it was paid in silver and based on land. Any new farmers were exempt from paying taxes. That was good for them at the time. (Yonglin, “Qing Dynasty” in Encyclopedia of Modern Asia, no page #).  However, one event typifies the dissatisfaction that many peasants came to experience as they became less and less well off toward the middle of the 1800s. The Taiping Rebellion was an uprising led by Hong Xiuquan (1814-1864). From a peasant background, he came to feel disgruntled partly because of personal circumstances – he didn't pass his civil service exam and he combined hallucinations with his interpretations of Christianity. His unique ideas appealed to peasants. After leaving his home village and traveling to a poor area of Guangxi province, he set out to overthrow the Manchu (Qing) government, and became very popular amongst the poor. At its height the uprising comprised one million Taiping followers. They made equal land distribution one of their policies. (Dai, “Taiping Rebellion” in Encyclopedia of Modern Asia, no page #). 

Turn the page

d) How do you see yourself using this information in your essay, specifically as related to continuity and change, and/or causes and consequences? (1)
The Qing economy started out very strongly, with a sturdy agricultural base that was well respected and thriving trade. Over time, it became more complex because of the demands of foreign powers to trade in China. This set off a series of events that caused attention to be taken off the peasants (the vast, vast majority of the population). As the government weakened it no longer took care of the peasants, leading to a series of rebellions in the 1800s, only one of which is the Taiping. The mid-1800s era was a turning point in the Chinese government's socio-economic policies towards its hundreds of millions of farmers. 

This historical information will provide context for China's current situation in which peasants once again find themselves suffering in the Chinese economy due to a large income gap between them and their well-off compatriots.

At this point in the research process, please go back to your original inquiry questions and revise them. What questions are you trying to answer in the next stage of your research process? Do you have any questions for the teacher at this point? (2) 

1. How did China's weakening position in the world from the 1840s to the 1900s (loss of Opium Wars, forcing of trade, imposition of Christian missionaries) actually contribute to increasing poverty? And in turn to economic inequality? These events set the stage. Though it’s hard to prove the actual poverty part – I may need to replace question 1 with questions 3 and 4. Or it may be better for me to ask ‘to what extent were foreign relations a catalyst for future economic changes?’. 

2. When exactly did the Hukou (internal registration system) system come into being? What were its unintended consequences? I found the answer in other sources. The question is still very relevant for my study of 1959 forward. 

3. How longstanding was the problem of economic inequality in China's imperial past? Did it present a major problem in the Ming dynasty? I decided not to go that far back. I will only focus on the Qing dynasty. It is very difficult to find relevant information for the Ming dynasty and it’s too far back for the purposes of this course. 

4. To what extent were the Taiping and Boxer Rebellions during the late Qing dynasty influenced by economic concerns of peasants? I have found general info on the Taiping. It is very relevant. I still need to look into the Boxer Rebellion a bit more to see if it's still relevant. 

5. How strong was the relationship between government policies and economic inequality in the Ming and Qing dynasties? As stated above, I’ll only focus on the Qing. Government policies are hard to find information on but there are tidbits suggesting a rather hands off view of how gov't should act toward the people. There are also suggestions that the Qing law required basic care of people but this obligation was no longer met as the central government weakened from the 1840s on. So the question is still relevant but very tricky to answer in trying to compare modern economic policies (for which lots of statistics are easily available) and centuries old actions that are not as easily translatable into statistics. 

6. How did the Cultural Revolution of the 1960s stall economic growth? Did it further deepen economic inequality even though in name it favoured the peasants? I haven't looked into this yet but did find some information on the planned economy starting in the late 1950s, only ten years prior to the start of Cultural Revolution. The question is still very relevant in terms of continuity. 



