CHW3M Chinese Dynasties after the Qin Empire

Han [pages 341 - 344]
· Silk Road

· Good times for peasants (90% of population)

· Emperor Wudi

· Conquered territory

· Confucianism became state religion

· First university (Confucian)

· Gov’t: 

· Emperor at top

· Inner court = emperor’s wife, harm of 121 women (cooked, washed, etc.), consort clans (families of the 121 women – males could be given gov’t jobs), and eunuchs (castrated males who worked with the women and advised emperor)

· Chief ministers discuss policies with emperor

· 3 Departments implement policies, kept records and communicated with local magistrates

· 6 Boards: taxation, defense, public works, civil service

· Han law code – very detailed, including “what ifs”

· Common penalties = flogging, exile, work camps (rarely death – only for murder and treason and after emperor’s review)

· Not innocent until proven guilty (prisoners starved without family intervention)

· Most dynasties continued Han Law Code 

· 9 courts: foreign visitors and clergy (?)

· Education for kids very rare – only elite (literate 5-10% of pop)

· Moms educated girls at home

· Boys prepared for civil service exams

· Exams: 3 levels – in prefectures, the capital and the palace

· Confined to cells for a week to answer questions on Confucian classics (memorized) and current issues

· Not allowed for women and merchants and other low professions
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Tang [pages 346 – 347]
· Chang’an a city of one million people
· People from all over the world came

· High status period for women (could compete in poetry contests, wine tastings and polo)

· Taizong (2nd Tang emperor)

· Restored universities

· New law code

· Established office to write history of previous 400 years

· Redistributed land to peasants

· National defense system

· Fair taxation system

· Listened to ministers’ advice

· Empress Wu (wife of Taizong’s son)

· Ruled alone for 15 years after husband’s death

· Cared for common people

· Also ruthless

· Following her:

· Poetry, literature

· Then decline
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Song [pages 347 – 353]
· Renaissance? = revival of appreciation for classical past

· Neo-Confucianism ideology: blend of Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism

· China “all under heaven” is a family

· Emperor is father of the family

· Gov’t officials will have passed through the examination system

· Everyone is supposed to become the best person they can be

· Technology: 

· Smelted iron for steel

· Gunpowder to mine coal and iron and use in weapons

· Invented block printing (led to more books)

· Agriculture: 
· Have to feed large population of 100 million
· Fertilizers, water control, crop rotation in the south (rice with beans)

· Economic: commerce

· Capital moved south to Hangzhou when north lost to Golden Tartars

· Forced to be commercial because most people lived in the south and the north had a lot of agriculture

· Private capitalism (gov’t not telling people what to do in the economy)
· Used paper money

· Foreign trade encouraged (customs revenue) 

· Exports: silk, copper, porcelain (white kaolin clay produced at Jingdezhen)

· Carried by junk ships – very large, with compasses, watertight bulkheads, buoyancy chambers, and many other technologies
· Trade brought foreign merchants to Guangzhou

· Artistic excellence: 
· Paintings more accessible to ordinary people

· Landscape paintings

· Painters now sign their paintings (bought by newly wealthy merchants)

· Women: 
· Could go out into the streets of the busy capital

· Upper class women (wives of gov’t officials) had to stay home

· Hard to move around because of foot binding since a young age

· School of Medicine: 

· included female students

· for well off families

· treated with herbs, massage, acupuncture (already 2000 years old)
· Religion: 

· Diverse, overlap between Buddhist and Taoist religions and more superstitious beliefs involving ghosts, spirits, etc.

· Everyone practiced ancestor veneration

· Tablets inscribed to dead in the home

· Visit graves on special days
