CHW 3M Alternative Interpretations of Julius Caesar

For each relevant point, indicate whether it justifies Caesar’s assassination (()  or not (()

Republic

“In the words of the Roman historian Livy, Rome was now a ‘free nation, governed by annually elected officers of state and subject not to the caprice of individual men, but to the overriding authority of law.’”
 Was this true? Was Rome still a republic or had it become an empire in all but name? Did Julius Caesar recognize this?
Early Exploits

· He thought that his new friends (including Crassus) would help him get an army command in order to pay them back (war means booty, plunder, $)

· On his first command in Spain he plundered towns and took money to pay his debts

First Triumvirate

· Being the weakest of the three, Caesar entered the triumvirate to try to divide Crassus and Pompey

· Became a great general with his men very loyal to him; also became rich

Actions in Gaul 58-51 BCE

· Ruthless slaughter of one million people

· He was very brave in war himself, inspiring and protecting his men

· A hero to the people in Rome (appealed to plebeians)

Crossing the Rubicon

· After Crassus died Pompey spoke negatively of Caesar, then still in Gaul

· The Senate ordered Caesar to come back to Rome without his legions

· Caesar crossed the Rubicon (the northern boundary of Rome) with a legion (49 BCE)

· Illegal action – Senate called him a Public Enemy

· Citizens saw him as a patriot, not a traitor

· He went after Pompey (who had been killed in Egypt) and ended up fighting with Pompey’s senatorial successors

· Weakness of senate because it couldn’t contain the generals

Signs of Monarchy?

· Did he want to found a dynasty [a family of rulers]? Charges of rex [kingship] against him

· Became a statesman; didn’t kill his political enemies in Rome

· Had a throne in Senate (gilded chair in purple)

· Remained seated while Senators stood

· Accumulated titles: dictator, consul (legally elected but extended it to as many terms as he liked), tribune, Pontifex Maximus, censor

· Had his image on coins (first to do so)

· Named July after himself (decreed by the Senate)

· Had temples dedicated to him

· Some people saw his affair with Cleopatra of Egypt as an attempt to be king (she would be queen and their foreign-born son would be heir)

· Traditionalists (optimates) felt that he was too interested in himself; he did not put the interest of the state above his own

Refused the Crown offered by co-consul Mark Antony in 44 BCE

· “I am Caesar, not Rex.”

· Pleased many in the crowd who didn’t want their leader to be a king (staged?)

Reforms

· Ended civil war

· Didn’t restore the old constitution

· Calendar reform: because of a discrepancy, the months and seasons were not parallel; Caesar changed the calendar to 365 days so there would be an extra day in February every four years

· Increased number of praetors, aediles, quaestors (his friends would get to the Senate)

· Increased the number of Senators to 900 (packed it with his own people)

· Sped up municipal business; rewarded those loyal to him

· Helped debtors (forbade hoarding of coinage, forced creditors to accept land or property as repayment of loans)

· Restored confidence in the economy

· Cancelled interest not paid since 49 BCE (eradicated ¼ of debts)

· Beautified Rome, public works (helped unemployed)

· Planned colonies for veterans to improve agriculture (created goodwill towards him)

Dictator Perpetuo (for life) 45 BCE

· Romans associated monarchy with tyranny
· Planned to leave Rome to fight a new war with the Parthians (be like Alexander the Great?)

· Killed 44 BCE in a plot led by Senators Brutus and Cassius

Looking Ahead:
Which future problems did Julius Caesar cause or contribute to?
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