HSB4M Social Change Assignment: Choosing One Article – Two Methods
1. Trial and error method: Reading the newspaper and scanning headlines
Feb. 2, 2011 – Snow day (guess what I did?) I went to the Toronto Star’s website. Note: I keep the chapter 2 concept map open while I am searching. I noticed at the bottom of the page there is a section on weddings. I thought of cultural traditions related to weddings and how they might have changed as Canada becomes more multicultural. I went through the headlines of the articles looking for something about cultural, multi-cultural, traditions, etc.
At first I didn’t see anything related to culture but I did see some stuff related to the recession, so I thought about economic-related terms like capitalism, determinism, tension and adaptation. The connections are somewhat of a stretch so I moved on. 

I saw an article about changing traditions. I thought, “aha.” Though the article was not directly about cultural traditions it did contain some ideas about changes in family structure, marrying later, etc. This got me thinking about institutions, patriarchy, gender relationships, etc.
I kept searching, still within the wedding section. Then I came across an article on the non-traditional wedding of a multi-ethnic couple, one of whom is religious, the other not. This was GOLD. Gold I say. Lots of diffusion ideas crossing my mind: kinship, symbols, you name it. This is a distinct possibility but I want to make sure I have more than one option. 
I go back to the main page and settle on the Living section of the paper. It is usually very productive. Immediately I saw an article on parents working from home on snow days. It seemed great but as I scanned the article I realized I couldn’t use it because it was about technology making working from home possible. We’ll be studying technology later in the course, therefore it’s a no-go zone for this assignment. 

Still in the Living section, there’s something on cooking for Chinese New Year but it’s by a regular columnist. Better not. It did get me thinking about Chinese New Year as a possible topic though. Moving on again, toward the bottom of the Living page, there is a link to a sub-section called Parent Central. That gets me thinking how much parenting has changed. There’s an article on breastfeeding that has possibilities (think institutions, social taboos), an article on school safety monitors getting more involved in schools through mentorship programs (think institutions, four aspects of social change, elite groups). 
Okay, I have about three good choices to work with now. I will print them off and make some notations in the margin. First I’ll just list off as many key concepts that fit as possible. Then I’ll choose the one that has the BEST connections, not just the most. This means I’ll be able to connect everything back to social change. 

2. Database search method
Still snow day. I go to the York Mills library webpage and choose databases. I prefer E Library because I think it’s quite easy to search. I always click the Canadian box (it has a small flag beside it). I clear all the types of sources since I don’t want my results to be clogged up by excess websites and videos. Newspapers and magazines will be fine – I select them. 

If I were doing this search without having done step 1, browsing through the Star’s webpage, I would have entered a search on a topic that I thought was undergoing a lot of social change recently. That’s easy for me because I read the paper daily and am very familiar with current issues. For students who aren’t as familiar with what’s going on in their own country, they might need to scan the newspaper first to come up with a search term. Do NOT search for “social change.” Your results will be very random. Some students like to enter a key concept as a search term hoping that they can skip the search for the issue this way. I’ll try it (but I don’t like it): I enter “patriarchy Canada” and up come some articles on polygamy, the state of marriage in Canada, the royal wedding, honour killings, girls only schools, and more. Not bad – there are some potential connections there. By choosing the term patriarchy, which is both a key concept and an issue, I got lucky. I don’t think I’d have been so lucky if I had entered a search for “social organization.” Note that once I enter my search term, “patriarchy Canada,” a list of articles comes up. I immediately go to the menu bar on the left side of the page and sort the articles by date (scroll down on the menu bar). This will automatically give me the most recent articles first. Remember, this project requires articles within a certain time frame. Skip over all the scholarly journal articles – marked in purple. I don’t need such long, formal articles. 
Now back to my original search method, the one based on knowing some issues. I will enter “marriage Canada” as my search term. I make sure the little Canadian box is still checked. Interestingly, similar results pop up: misogyny, polygamy, continued relevance of marriage, gay marriages. That’s it for articles that fit within my time-frame. I do have to look at the sources. There are a lot of articles on E Library from small, local newspapers, such as the local in Trail, BC. I don’t have a problem with it, I’d just rather look at something from a national newspaper. 

I will select an article on wife-beating not being a part of Islam because it sounds mildly relevant. Once the full text comes up I can see that it is a column. I will avoid this because it will be opinionated. I’d rather work with something more objective. The next article on the list is about the enduring value of marriage. It isn’t a big surprise that this one is a column too. Back to the search. The next few articles are clearly on the same topic: performing gay marriages. I like the sound of the topic – obviously related to social change. However, I can tell by the wording of some of the titles that they will be columns or editorials. I’ll go for the most unbiased sounding one.  There we go: type of article – news. Finally. It’s about marriage commissioners in Saskatchewan who want the right, because of their religious beliefs, not to perform gay marriages. The provincial government is trying to work out a compromise. Immediately I am thinking about key concepts such as institutions and the four aspects of social change. There are some good possibilities here since it is an issue that reflects larger changes in Canadian society. 
There are a few articles on this topic so I’ll choose the one with the best possible connections. Just for the sake of having multiple articles to choose from, I will refine my search to “weddings Canada” to see if anything different comes up. After I sort by date I find a lot of stuff on the royal wedding and repeats from my first search on the Toronto Star wedding section of their website. Nothing good or new here. I will try again. 

I could try another database such as CPIQ.  
