Page 4 of 4

CHW3M Decline of Indus Valley Civilization Assignment 
Using Archaeology to Discover a Lost Civilization of the Indus Valley 

Now that you have a sense of what some pillars of civilization might be, it’s time to explore a new civilization. Though we focused on Mesopotamia as the cradle of civilization, in fact, civilization began in more than one place at relatively the same time. One of those places was the Indus Valley, in modern day India and Pakistan, where digs have only taken place since the 1920s. 
Since Indus Valley civilization no longer exists, historians rely on the work of archaeologists to retrieve skeletons and objects and uncover buildings and other infrastructure from sites such as its two biggest cities, Harappa and Mohenjo Daro. Scientists and archaeologists also use radio carbon dating to place the sites in time. Harappa, for instance, seemed to have flourished between 2600 and 1900 BCE judging from its expanded trade and organized, standardized, technologically advanced urban culture. One key to deciphering any civilization is its written language. Since linguists have not yet been able to figure out their written language, much of what we think we know is based on interpretation of evidence, and therefore, speculation. 
Task – Solving a Mystery:

Why did Indus Valley Civilization decline? As interesting as this civilization is, one of the most fascinating things about it (or rather the study of it) is that theories regarding its decline have changed over time.  Your task will be to examine and compare at least two theories of what happened to cause the decline of the Indus Valley Civilization. In the past, the dominant theory of decline was the Aryan invasion. More recently, theories involve environmental change. Additionally, some archaeologists argue that the invasion theory cannot be true because of important cultural continuities that would not have likely survived a violent invasion. Perhaps you will come to the conclusion that more than one factor was at play in causing decline. Doing this activity requires use of the historical thinking concept of cause and consequence.
Factors In Causation of Decline: (use whichever ones are relevant)
· Long-term, underlying factors
· Medium-term factors

· Short-term or trigger factors

· Multiple causal factors (possibly under one or more of the headings below)
· Political

· Economic

· Social

· Intellectual 

· Religious

· Technological

· Internal influences on decline
· External influences on decline
On the Chart, Write the Following:
1. Summarize two theories.

2. Identify the evidence that supports each one? (identify specific objects / findings / artefacts)
3. Explain why you believe each theory offers a logical interpretation? Or not? (use the factors and HTC cause/consequence vocabulary  here)
4. Write an overall conclusion about what you think caused the decline. Use HTC vocabulary, the factors noted above, and the language of possibility (possible, plausible, speculate) because we don’t know much for certain. 
Name: ______________________________

Format of Write-Up: (you may type into this template and submit it electronically)
	
	Theory 1 (identify author/name of theory)

	Theory 2 (identify author/name of theory)

	Summary of theory
	
	

	Supporting evidence used to prove this theory
	
	

	Is this a logical interpretation? How? Or how not?
	
	

	Your overall conclusion about what caused the decline
· use HTC vocabulary 
· use factors
· use vocabulary of possibility

500 words minimum
	


Sources

General Sources on Indus Valley Civilization:
http://archaeologyonline.net/artifacts/harappa-mohenjodaro; (good overview source) 
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/world-history/history-beginnings/ancient-india/v/indus-valley-civilization (video) 
https://www.harappa.com/ 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/138 (great photos)

Decline Theories:
Emma Maris, 200-Year Drought Doomed Indus Valley Civilization, March 3, 2014, Scientific American,  https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/200-year-drought-doomed-indus-valley-civilization/
Jhimli Mukherjee Pandey, Indus Era 8000 Years Old, Not 5500; Ended Because of Weaker Monsoon,  May 29, 2016, Times of India, http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Indus-era-8000-years-old-not-5500-ended-because-of-weaker-monsoon/articleshow/52485332.cms
George Dales, The Decline of the Harappans, 1966, pages 157-164 (pdf), https://www.harappa.com/sites/default/files/pdf/dales-decline-of-harappans-2.pdf
Jonathan Mark Kenoyer, Recent Developments in the Study of the Indus Civilization, The Eastern Anthropologist 41:1, 1988, pages 71-73,
https://www.harappa.com/sites/default/files/pdf/Kenoyer1988_Recent%20Developments%20in%20the%20Study%20of%20the%20Indus%20Ci.pdf  
Name: ____________________________________
Rubric for CHW3M Decline of Indus Valley Civilization Assignment
	
	Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1
	MARK

	Knowledge

Familiar with two theories of decline
	Demonstrates thorough knowledge of two theories of decline


	Demonstrates considerable knowledge of two theories of decline
	Demonstrates some knowledge of two theories of decline
	Demonstrates limited knowledge of two theories of decline
	

	Thinking

Uses evidence to support conclusion

	Uses clear, detailed evidence to support overall conclusion
Incorporates factors to explain causes

	Uses mostly detailed evidence to support overall conclusion
Refers to factors
	Uses some detailed evidence to support overall conclusion
Attempts to include factors
	Uses limited detailed evidence to support overall conclusion
General, vague ideas only – no factors (none = below level 1)
	

	Application

Use of Cause & Consequence HTC to explain your reasoning about causes of decline
	Uses the concept of historical thinking (cause and consequence) in a deep way to explain your overall conclusion on what caused decline

	Uses the concept of historical thinking (cause and consequence) in to explain two theories of decline
	Somewhat uses the concept of historical thinking (cause and consequence) to attempt to explain two theories of decline
	Uses the concept of historical thinking (cause and consequence) in a limited way to attempt to explain two theories of decline (or mostly summary)
	

	Communication

Uses HTC terminology and plausibility vocabulary
	Correctly and accurately uses the terminology of cause and consequence

Correctly uses the vocabulary of plausibility rather than certainty

	Uses the terminology of cause and consequence

Uses the vocabulary of plausibility rather than certainty
	Uses some terminology of cause and consequence

Uses some vocabulary of plausibility rather than certainty
	Uses the terminology of cause and consequence in a limited way

Attempts to use the vocabulary of plausibility rather than certainty but not clear in some areas (none = below level 1)

	

	SCORES
	4++=100, 4+=95, 4=88, 4-=82, 3+=78, 3=75, 3-=72, 2+=68, 2=65, 2-=62, 1+=58, 1=55, 1-=52. Below level 1 does not meet the expectations for the assignment. 
	


Curriculum Expectations:

A1. Historical Inquiry: use the historical inquiry process and the concepts of historical thinking when investigating aspects of world history to 1500. 

D1. Social, Economic, and Political Context: explain the role of various social, economic, and political events and developments in the decline of three or more societies/ civilizations, each from a different region and different period prior to 1500, and how these factors affected people living in these societies. 


D2. Interrelationships: analyse how interrelationships with other societies and with the environment contributed to the decline of three or more societies/civilizations, each from a different region and different period prior to 1500. 

