CHW 3M Paragraph Writing Tips
Structure
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	Topic Sentence

· Introduces topic

· Conveys main argument* (should be sophisticated, not simple)

· Integrates sub-topics without listing them

	Evidence and Argument

Point #1 – general idea 
     Example #1 – specific, real-life example to illustrate the 

     idea (lots of detail)
          Argument #1 – connection to the topic sentence (how
          does this example prove the argument you made in 
           the topic sentence?)
Point #2
     Example #2
          Argument #2
Point #3

     Example #3
          Argument #3



	Concluding Sentence
· Wraps up the paragraph

· Avoids using the same words as the topic sentence

· Actually draws a conclusion


*Argument and Evidence – the See Saw
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You need an equal balance of evidence and argument. If you have too much evidence with not enough argument, you have produced a list. If you have too much argument with not enough evidence, you have produced an opinion. Neither of these outcomes is desirable.
Writing Style
Avoid fuzzy words:

· Good

· Bad

· Important

· Great

· Major

· Key

· Significant

For formal, academic writing use third person. Proofread your work. Use the writing handout.
For in-role writing, you may write in first person, using “I”. In-role writing is a good way to start learning how to take a strong position on a topic because you can use strong words, especially adjectives.
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