 HSB 4U How to Use APA Format

Two parts: (they always go together)

1. Long form – contains all bibliographic information in a Reference List at the end of the paragraph / essay / report. 

2. Short form – embedded citation in the paragraph / essay / report. Also called author-date citation 
Long Form

Printed Book

Last, I. (Year). Title of the book. City: Publisher. 

Bain, C., et al. (2002). Transitions in society: the challenge of change. Toronto: Oxford 

University Press. 

Newspaper Article from Electronic Database. 

Last, I. (Year, Month Day). Title of the article. Original source. Retrieved from name of 


database. 
Siddiqui, T. (2009, Sept. 19). Carbon vs. celluloid; green screen Toronto aims to make 
filming environmentally friendly. National Post. Retrieved from E 
Library Canada Database. 

Reference Lists are arranged alphabetically by author’s last name. If there is no author, the title switches place with the author. Never begin a citation with a date.

If no date can be found, use (n.d.).

For electronic/digital sources, only use [descriptor] if the source is something other than an ordinary website. An example might be a blog post. 

Gluskin, R. (2014. Aug. 10). Ms. Gluskin’s Blog. Latest book [blog post]. Retrieved from 


gluskin.ca

Short Form:

(Last, Year, p.   ). Book
(Last, Year) Electronic Source

For example, when students use key concepts from the textbook, they must define them. The definitions would then be followed by embedded citations in which the source is referred to briefly. This is an example of a norm, a guideline for behaviour (Bain et al., 2002, p. 398).  
